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Drafting
Program at
PTC

Jimmy
Baxter:
Flying to
new
heights

Instructor Ryan Gorman
BY FRANK DROUZAS

Jimmy Baxter
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – The
legacy and stories of Jimmy
Baxter date back to his days
growing up in St. Petersburg
as a highflying jumper and
basketball phenom. Something extraordinary would always happen when Baxter is
involved.
In the early 2000s, Baxter
starred at Boca Ciega High
School along with Sharrod
McCree, David Pierce, Colby
Masterson and Jason Bryant
to name a few. It was show
time at its best. Fans would
come out in droves to see Baxter fly high with a thunderous
dunk. If not in the gym with
basketball, he was on the
track setting high jump
records.
Later, Baxter would go to
the University of South
Florida (USF) for fans to see
the next show time move that
“Prime,” a name bestowed on
him at USF, would perform.
Baxter’s next high move
took him internationally to Euroleague Basketball, which
develops and organizes elite
See BAXTER, page 8

Staff Writer

Mayor Rick Kriseman, Deputy Mayor Dr. Kanika Tomalin and city council members all came out
to celebrate Thomas “Jet” Jackson’s life Sat., Nov. 29.



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Thomas “Jet” Jackson has
been a staple in the St. Petersburg community for
decades and Saturday he
was honored for all of his
hard work and dedication
to the City of St. Petersburg.
Wildwood Recreation
Center, located at 1000 28th

St. S., is now officially
named the Thomas “Jet”
Jackson Recreation Center.
Jackson has worked for the
city for more than 50 years
and was recognized for his
diligent work throughout
the community.
“He’s given his life, his
time, his dedication to this
community, to this city,”
said Parks and Recreation
Director Mike Jefferis who
has worked with Jackson

for some 20 years. “Jet is an
amazing role model, a mentor and he’s a guiding
light.”
Usually great civil servants such as James B.
Sanderlin and Douglas
Jamerson are recognized
for their great accomplishments and dedication after
they’ve passed, but State
Representative Darryl Rouson and Councilman Wengay Newton decided it was

time to pay homage to
Jackson while he was still
alive and kicking.
“I passed by Wildwood
and it hit me that this is
where it began for not just
him, but for many of us,”
said Rouson describing the
moment inspiration to rename the center hit him.
He had just left Jackson’s
70th birthday bash at the
Dr. Carter G. Woodson
See JET, pages 10

2014 JWB Children’s Summit
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Right here in Tampa Bay
there are many families
that need help. Whether
they are in need of updated
parenting advice or need
assistance just putting food
on the table, the Juvenile
Welfare Board (JWB)
wants to find solutions.
Thur., Nov. 20 at the
Seminole campus of St. Petersburg College, JWB
held their first Children’s

Summit entitled “Collective
Initiative” in order to discuss what more can be
done to save the lives of the
hundreds of children that
die each year from preventable deaths, while also discussing ways to improve
the quality of life for those
in our school system.
A standing room only
crowd came out in order to
brainstorm ways to improve the life of children
here in Pinellas County.
See SUMMIT, page 3

Angela Rouson moderated the summit.

ST. PETERSBURG — A
breathtaking skyscraper, a
majestic bridge or any beautiful, elaborate structure—
they all begin life as a
drawing. Through the Drafting program at Pinellas
Technical College (PTC),
901 34th St. S. in St. Pete,
students have the chance to
sketch out a career for themselves in technical drawing.
The initial courses of the
18-month program give students the opportunity to develop fundamental drafting
skills, including reading
blueprints and basic dimensioning, before moving on to
the computer programs.
“They learn basic drafting principles and sketching,” explained instructor
Ryan Gorman. “We quickly
get them into the software
that’s used in the industry.”
Gorman said that AutoCAD is the main industry
software,
while
the
SketchUp software program
is useful for creating visual
graphics.
“Because of its low
price,” Gorman said, “a lot of
architects are using it. We
also teach Inventor, which is
for mechanical drafting—it’s
a 3D designing and engineering software.”
The Drafting Assistant
and
Drafting
Detailer
courses include training in
pictorials, basic architectural
drawings and basic electriSee PTC, page 4
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REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Saving our community
Praise the Lord Saints.
If you were shocked or surprised of the
Darren Wilson verdict, then you’ve been
living under a rock for the past 40 years.
Satan has the uncanny ability to make
the truth seem like a lie and vice versa. We
now have to pray for the civil case that
should have a better ending. Again, this is
nothing new to us here in the Tampa Bay
area.
I have to talk about the crime and injustice that may not involve actual weapons like
guns but is just as deadly and damaging.
The St. Petersburg Housing Authority
(SPHA) has launched an all-out attack on
our neighborhoods and communities with
its attempt to displace and evict historic pillars in our community, Advantage Village
Academy and the Carter G. Woodson
African America Museum.
I won’t go into detail but I will talk on
the strategy and “logic” they are using to
end the life of these two community staples.
Being military trained, I see and I am
very familiar with these tactics and these
businesses don’t understand that they are
at the mercy of the SPHA because they are
not being led by a military-trained individual.
Marines are trained in numerous tactics that when employed in the civilian sector, they are defenseless. They can’t win
using civilian methodology because it’s
useless. It’s like going to a dentist after you
broke your femur in three places. He
maybe a professional and a doctor, but he
is not equipped or trained in this area. The
same holds true when a civilian-minded
person attempts to battle a military-trained
person in warfare. It’s like bringing a Super
Soaker to a M-16 gunfight, you won’t stand
a chance unless you are MacGyver and you
turned the Super Soaker into a grenade
launcher.
The SPHA has become desensitized
and uncaring as to how detrimental their
choices are to our kids in the immediate
neighborhood of Midtown area.
Back to this verdict.
There isn’t much that can be done by
us here except pray for them and hope they
learn from what y’all did back in the 90s. I
say y’all because I was stationed in another
state at the time the riots were happening
here.
Moving forward, we have to jump onto
the bandwagon that was started back on

Nov. 17 when we had the Parental Engagement Forum at John Hopkins Middle
School.
Although we focused mainly on the
lowest performing five elementary schools
in Pinellas County: Melrose, Campbell
Park, Maximo, Lakewood and Fairmount
Park, we will be moving forward with all of
the schools in Pinellas County that currently are not a “4” schools, according to
the format Dr. Karen Mapp described.
The moment we address this and focus
our efforts towards producing a better end
product, kids that have Jesus in their lives
and in their actions, conduct and character,
then we can begin to turn this epidemic
around and force Satan to seek a new
home.
We have more than 140 churches in St.
Pete and although I don’t know the number
south of Central, it’s more than enough to
have things change.
This paradigm shift begins from the
pulpits, then homes, then family, then
neighborhoods, then communities, cities,
states, so forth and so on.
BUT, if all the preacher is teaching is
name it and claim it, blab it and grab it, fake
it till you make it, then we are in for more
of what we have had for the past 30 plus
years.
A lot of folks talk about us apostolic
preachers but the one thing they don’t say
is that we don’t know the Word. They
credit us for knowing the Word but they we
take things to the extreme.
Well, I am a 21st century apostolic
preacher that teaches. There are some issues in all churches but one thing is for
sure, we have evidence that says that sometimes you have to have boundaries but you
must stay in the Bible and not go outside
the Bible to further nail it home.
This way helped me produced exceptional kids, but it wasn’t the only principles
we used.
Collectively we have to come together
and combine strategies that work, not opinions, or new practices. The blueprint is currently in use and positively working for
many but some have decided to keep it to
themselves and well, it’s time we show
Satan we can come into the unity of the
faith and do what’s best for our kids, future,
and society.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Dr. Rob

Unprovoked profiling
In light of the recent shootings of several unarmed Black American citizens, I
felt compelled to share a personal experience to shed more light on how African
Americans are regarded and treated in
America. We police the world for Human
rights violation. Who is policing us?
For the first time since I left my native
country of Haiti forty years ago, I was
racially profiled in Bostwick, Fla., an unincorporated community in Putnam County.
It happened on October 28, 2013 while I
was staying there with my husband who
was completing an assignment in Palatka,
Fla., as a locum tenens physician. We have
happily lived and raised our daughters in
St Petersburg for 28 years.
I left the house in Bostwick for a walk
at 5:30 PM, with my music in my ears,
minding my business. Twenty minutes into
my walk, a white pickup truck pulled up
next to me, spitting gravel. I removed my
earplugs as I noticed there was no one else
around and the Caucasian driver was talking and gesturing. His left arm was outside
the window pointing at me accusingly.
“You live ‘round here,” he drawled in a
very thick southern accent.
“Yeah,” I answered.
“We had an incident ‘round here yesterday. A man of your “persuasion” was goin’
round snappin’ photos of people’s automobiles,” he added.
I shrugged.
“I want to know what street you livin
on?” he continued.
I stared at him, shocked.
Then I noticed he was shirtless and
toothless with a mean look on his face. He
appeared to be in his mid-thirties. I put my
earpieces back on and proceeded to cut my
walk short and go back to the house.
As I turned on my street, he drove by
me and slowed down, glaring at me
through the passenger side window. I kept
on walking, furtively looking around to see
if there were any other people on their
porches or front yards. I needed a witness
in case he decided to do “something.” The
street was deserted, even the dogs stopped
barking. I quickened my steps as anger
boiled inside me.
What have I done to this man to deserve this harassment?

If the color of my skin bothered him so
much, was that my problem?
The response in my head to his questions might have started a verbal confrontation. Suddenly I thought of all the previous
victims of racial profiling. Was it worth it
to get into a war of words with this ignorant, toothless, tattooed, backward idiot?
He probably was incapable of understanding my weapon of words and I was
not prepared to face his firearms, which I
was sure he carried in that truck to protect
himself against people of my “persuasion.”
My immediate response would have
been: “Man, this is 2013 and in case you
can’t read, I know you watch TV. There’s a
man of my “persuasion” in the White
house. So get the hell away from me”
But I didn’t say anything. Did that make
me a coward or a smart woman not willing
to self-sacrifice for the greater cause?
After all, how did all the racially motivated deaths move our plight forward?
How did they change the discourse of
racial inequality in America today?
Now I can understand why African
American males might feel angry and tired
of being profiled. That was my first time
and it was one time too many that afternoon.
Why do we have to explain our presence in certain areas of our country?
Why did the presence of an unarmed
African-American woman threaten the security and peace of a big white man?
Economic segregation had already removed the people of my persuasion from
areas inhabited by people of his “persuasion.”
But must we also not even walk on
“their” streets? Sit on “their” park
benches?
Isn’t it a free country? Or is it only free
for some but not all?
One might say: Why are we still writing, talking and airing racial incidents? My
answer is: We can’t afford not to. As long
as people like “toothless” are raising children who stared and gaped at me that afternoon as if I was from another planet and
ran inside, perhaps to alert him, then our
fight for equality, acceptance and respect
will continue for a long time.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
JWB held its first summit on Nov. 20

 


From SUMMIT, page 1

JWB Executive Director, Dr.
Marcie Biddleman started
the day off discussing silent
killers in the community.
From preventable deaths
such as drowning, unsafe
sleeping and head traumas,
to hunger and school readiness, their goal was to get
the conversation going and
find ways to get the message
out, along with needed resources, to the people who
need to hear it.
A panel of experts gave
information in the field of
drowning, co-sleeping and
trauma to the head, which
incidentally are the three
highest preventable child
killers in the county. Elected
officials, social service agencies, community leaders and
host of caring citizens
packed the room soaking up
the latest statistics as the experts implored them to get
involved and to get the word
out to those who need the information most.
“I’m not sure we’ve gotten to where we really need
to be yet in the sense that although we have parents in
the room, they’re not the
parents that we need to get
the message to,” said Biddleman. With a high number of our local families
turning to extended family
members when it comes to
raising their kids, Biddleman feels that more than
just the parent needs to be
part of the discussion.
Take newborn sleeping
positions for instance. More
than 40 children alone have
been lost to unsafe sleep
habits here in Pinellas
County. This is caregivers
not having adequate sleeping conditions for their child,
caregivers bringing babies
into the bed with them and
accidentally
suffocating
them or due to outdated information.
“If I tell my mom to put a
baby on their back, my mom
will say, ‘That’s not how I did
it,’” said Florida Department
of Children and Families Interim Secretary Mike Carroll. Although Carroll
advocates for young parents
to get the correct information they need on the basics,
he also sees a need for those
extended family members
who are so often now provid-

ing daycare, to be trained in
how to prevent deaths in
their newborns. “Regardless of what we provide
them with as far as information, they will listen to their
moms.”
So the education has to
be more, reaching out to
extended
families,
to
birthing hospitals and to
local daycares. Carroll believes that by immersing
these young parents and
their families in the proper
sleep positions for children
under one, that these deaths
can be prevented.
Carroll also discussed
shaken baby syndrome,
which is another preventable death in the top three,
classified as a head trauma.
Over 50 percent of children
diagnosed with shaken baby
syndrome die and rough
handling of a baby such as
throwing them too hard on
a bed or other hard surface
is also life threatening.
Education and reinforcement amongst families is
key according to Carroll and
he urged young mothers to
be careful of whom they entrust their child to, citing
most cases involve an outside caregiver, such as a
boyfriend, that in a moment
of frustration and due to lack
of training or a bond with the
child may react inappropriately.
“A shaken baby takes a
second and changes a life
forever,” said Carroll. “A moment of anger where somebody hits a very young
child, you can’t take it back,
the damage is permanent.”
Educating young fathers
on how to be a good parent
is also a solution that the
JWB and collaborative partners are working toward.
“You have to reach the
dads, there’s no easy fix,”
said Carroll who urges all
agencies that are involved
with children to get together
and find ways to bring the
training to the families in
need who may not actively
seek out assistance.
Senior Director of Community Relations Suzanne
Luecke for the Tampa Bay
Rays spoke on how to prevent drowning in our community. Florida loses more
children under five than any

 


Courtesy of
other state due to accidental
drowning.
Be Water Smart from
the Start, is a successful
drowning prevention initiative that was incorporated
just last year. Partnering
with organizations such as
United Way of Suncoast, the
JWB, Children’s Board of
Hillsborough County and
the local YMCA’s, the program has been able to reach
some 69,000 households
through their media campaign and offered services
to 3,000 kids in the Tampa
Bay area, making them
water smart.
In the coming weeks,
the partners once again plan
to collaborate on how they
can expand the program this
year and make the idea of a
yearlong program a reality.
“We feel like our reach is
getting stronger and deeper
as we move forward,” said
Luecke.
Hunger as a health issue
was also discussed. According to the USDA, some 49
million people in the United
States declare themselves
food insecure and 16 million
of those are children. For
Pinellas, that translated to
more than 144,000 residents
with around 38,000 of them
being children.
Pat Rogers, Co-Founder
of Tampa Bay Network to
End Hunger and Liz Rhodes
from the public defender’s
office spoke on the impact
hunger has on families and
how it transcends the four
walls of their home and
leads to difficulties in school.
“Teachers were reporting that children were coming to school on Monday
morning hungry and lethargic,” said Rhodes. “They
weren’t on their game.”
Now various organizations have stepped up, along
with the school board, and
programs are in place to get
the food to the kids, but
even with organizations
doing their part, it isn’t
enough to reach every stu-

dent in need.
Table discussions also
took place speaking on student achievement and grade
level reading. Superintendent of Pinellas County
Schools Dr. Michael Grego
discussed the county’s new
mission and its efforts to
gain greater engagement
between school and families, improve student academic performance and
student behavior.
“Even though those
things sound separate, they
are so interrelated,” he said.
Grego also spoke to parents
and community members
on Pinellas County’s high
expectations for the children
in their public schools. We
want to “change the mentality of all children can learn,
to all children will learn.”
Grego admits that’s a different conversation and one
that places a lot more pressure on all the role players,
from administration, to
teachers, to students and the
value on education that is reinforced at home.
“We need to continue to
define engagement,” said
Grego who wants families to
have more of a stake in their
student’s success and to
make a place for education
at the kitchen table. “We all
knew the priority when you
returned from school, it wasn’t going out, and certain
things had to be done before
other things.”
A question and answer
session was held so community members could gain
further insight into how they
can be part of the solution in
getting the necessary information out to those who
were not in attendance.
For more information
on how you can help get
needed information out to
those in need, contact the
JWB at JWBPinellas.org
or email Communications@JWBPinellas.org.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com
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Hires Hairstyling
3427 11th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33713
Open Tuesday – Friday
6 AM until 6 PM
Losing Hair- Scalp treatments can help
Wigs need shampoo – cut to fit your face
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SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

Our office services Sarasota, St. Petersburg, and
the Tampa Bay Area. Call 727-543-6798
for a free consultation. Visit arobinsonlawfirm.com
• Child Custody
• Child Support
• Marital Agreements
• Divorce
• Wrongful Termination

• Employment Discrimination
• Workplace Retaliation
• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy
• Chapter 13 Bankruptcy
• Small Claims



 

 


 




Robinson Law would like to be your first
contact when you have a legal question or need
to request immediate assistance from the court.

Great American
Natural Products
4121 16th St. N., St. Petersburg
greatamerican.biz
A free gift with
or (727) 521-4372.
the purchase of
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Exp. 12/11/14
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2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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Sketch out a new career

2015 Literacy Fest
looking for vendors
ST. PETERSBURG –
Are you an author and
want to sell your books?
Are you an entrepreneur
who would like to sell your
jewelry, fashions, hats, arts
& crafts, etc.? The Friends
of Johnson Branch Library
invite you to be a vendor at
its Annual Literacy Festival, which will be held
March 21, 2015. Vendor
space is available at a minimal cost.
The 4th Annual James
Weldon Johnson Literacy
Festival, sponsored by the
Friends of Johnson Branch
Library, is also looking for
entertainment. If you love

to sing, dance, step, recite
poetry, etc., please contact
us.
Your participation will
enhance and complete this

From PTC, page 1

event! If you are interested
in participation, please call
Kevin Johnson at 727-3422235 or email him at kevinjohnson5370@yahoo.com.

Raffle winners
ST. PETERSBURG – A
raffle was held Wed., Nov.
19 at the VFW post 10174
on 49th Street South with
proceeds going to help the
Williams family reunion.
Nathan Larkins pulled the
names and Ret. Col.
George monitored the
proceedings.
First place winner was
Nickki Mitchell who won
$100 in cold hard cash.
Second place winner was
Jamaica Davis who won a
$50 gas card and third
place winner was Muriel
Haynes who won lottery
tickets.

L-R, Louis Williams, Nickki Mitchell,
Muriel Haynes and Jamaica Davis.

                          

cal/electronic
drawings.
Students are also introduced to Building Information Modeling using Revit
software.
“In Building Information
Modeling,” Gorman said,
“you actually digitally build
the structure yourself, so instead of drawing two lines
that represent the thickness
of a wall, I create a wall type
then I place the wall and give
it a height. And at the same
time that I’m drawing the
floor plan, the elevation and
the 3D model are being created, too. If you do things
properly then all the schedules and legends that construction documents will
need will be generated also.”
In addition to the relevant software, PTC strives to
supply the students with up
to date tools of the trade,
such as the 3D printer that is
on order for the program.
“We’re excited about
that,” Gorman enthused.
“I think it’s going to help students visualize the work
they’re doing on the computer.”
The well-rounded Drafting program also trains students in communication
skills, employability skills
and entrepreneurship.
“We make sure that our
students are ready for the
workforce,” Gorman attested. “In addition in being
able to use the software you
have to be able to interact
with other people. Some of
our students desire to work
for themselves, so we have
some basic tips on how to be
organized and how to pro-

mote yourself through portfolios and through resumes.”
An integral part of
course is building portfolios,
he explained, which Gorman and the students initially use to monitor how far
they have come in the program.
“Then we take that same
portfolio and we transform it
into a professional portfolio
they can take on interviews
or present to potential
clients,” he said.
Drafting is a program
that attracts students of all
ages, as there are dually enrolled high school students
taking the courses alongside
adults who have many years
of workforce experience
under their belts.
“I have some gentlemen
that are past retirement age
who’ve just come in to refresh their knowledge,” Gorman affirmed. “Some of
them were engineers in the
past and want to keep their
skills sharp.”
Once students graduate
from the program, PTC
helps with job placement.
And since Gorman has 15
years of experience in the industry working for architects, engineers and has also
done his share of freelance
work, he has been able to
place students with some
prestigious companies, including G. A. Nichols Construction in Clearwater and
the St. Pete engineering
firm Koly International.
Though Gorman admitted that the industry was in
a bit of a decline during the






recent economic climate, he
affirmed that there has been
an upswing.
“The market was hit
just like everything else during the recession,” he
said, “but what I’ve found in
the last year and a half is because of that, there’s a high
demand now. People got out
of the industry and a lot of
architects that I’ve worked
with have been telling me
that they’re short staffed
and they are pretty busy. So
it’s hard for them to do the
training in house, and they
are looking for well qualified
individuals.”
As far as career choices
go, Gorman said, drafting
appeals to a wide range of
personalities.
“If you’re a very creative
person,” he said, “there’s
certainly room to be creative
and create some beautiful
drawings. But if you’re a really technical, detail-oriented
person, you also have the
opportunity to create drawings that are very technical
and very detailed. Everything that’s ever been created,
invented
and
manufactured has to be
drawn by somebody, to get
that idea out of their head
and onto paper. That’s what
we do.”
If you’re interested in exploring this career path,
please visit myptec.org or
call 727-893-2500. Financial
aid is available. See ad
below.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family










  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   





 
  

 

 
  



 





 

Victory Christian Center Church

 



  

    



Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

“Learn How To Love
Our City Into The
Kingdom Of God”

Beginning Sunday, Sept. 14 at 6 p.m.
Rev. Sarah Edwards will be teaching a 13-week Certified
Servant Leadership Course for Clergy, Lay Ministers and
Christians of all ages who desire to serve their
neighborhood and city for the glory of God. Synopsis:
Whereas God’s methods are many, His principles are few.
You will be taught how to love our city into the Kingdom
of God by embracing your true value in Christ.
Glad Tidings Assembly Of God Church • Randy Helms, Pastor
4200 17th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713 FMI: 727.323.5017




Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.








Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  





 
 
 



  

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.








 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

4238 Narvarez Way South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

(727) 564-1389




Pastor Shurrea Daniels

 


 
     
  
  





Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  


 

  
 
 

   

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015








THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

Pastor’s Corner

The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, the Pastor,
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Official
Family and the entire Church
Family extend a cordial invitation to our entire community to
join “THE SHIP” in fellowship
at our 7:45 a.m. or the 10:45
a.m. worship service, and Sunday Church School at 9:30 a.m.
Come join us as we take this
Christian journey for it is Our
Mission as a Church Family of
believers in Christ, reaching
out to the world, preaching the
gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of
Christ.
Weekly Bible Studies and
other
Church
activities:
Wednesday, Noon Day (12
p.m.) and Prayer and Bible
Study (7 p.m.) and AWANA
Youth Enrichment program,
something special for every
child, learning about God while
having fun. The Bread of Life
Ministry continues providing a
needed service to our Senior
and Disabled members, want

Visible Voices Christian
Community Association

to volunteer? Please see Sister
Lorriane Rogers for further information.
The Clothing
Pantry is opened every 2nd
and 4th Thursday of the
month, from 9 a.m. to noon.
Continue to Pray for our Sick,
Shut-in,
Children,
Men/Women in Uniform, and
Bereaved Families.
Month of December:
Dec. 10 – 7 p.m. -Wednesday Night L.I.V.E. and KICKOFF Renovation Service,
Pastor, Dr. Deborah R. Green,
Mt. Calvary Missionary Baptist
Church, St. Petersburg, will
render this Celebration Service.
Dec. 12 – 7 p.m. –
CHURCH CONFERENCE.
Dec. 15-31 – ALL
CHURCH MINISTRIES ON
CHRISTMAS BREAK.
Dec. 20 – Angel Tree Presentation.
Dec. 21 - CHRISTMAS
AND RENOVATION SERVICES – 7:45 Morning Worship
Service – Pastor, Dr. Brett
Snowden, True New Inspiration Baptist Church, Tampa.

9:30 a.m. – CHRISTMAS
PRESENTATION. 10:45 a.m. –
Mid Morning Worship Service
– Pastor, Dr. Gaston Smith,
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, Miami, Florida.
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 9068300 and PRESS 2
Thought for the Week: We
expend all kinds of energy trying to keep up with others in
service to God, when all that is
necessary is FOR YOU TO
STAY IN YOUR OWN LANE.
Don’t let “THE SHIP” sail
without YOU! For additional information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist Church, 3300 31st St. S.,
St. Petersburg, 33712. Church
Office: (727) 906-8300. Visit
Friendship’s Website: www.fmbctheship.net
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
Also Visit West Coast Baptist Association Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core, the
belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
lost world hungry and thirsty
for the word of God. At St.
Mark, we as a body of believers are Christians willing to
work and partner in unity,
praising God for the awesome
gift of His son, Jesus Christ.
Church Events for December 2014
Dec. 5 - Business Meeting
at 7 p.m.

Dec. 14 - Operation Love
(visit to sick and shut-ins after
11:45 a.m. service: A general
mission project)
Dec. 20 - Christmas with
the Community Event
Dec. 21 - Children Youth
Ministry Christmas Presentation at 4 p.m.
Dec. 25-26 - Merry Christmas: church Office Closed
Dec. 31 - New Year’s Eve:
Watch Night Service
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday at 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is

each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays from 2 - 4
p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening at 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study every Wednesday
at 7:30 p.m.

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
Reverend Louis Murphy, Sr.
and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to join us
not only in Sunday worship, but
also throughout the week for
various programs and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
Attention Parents! Reading
and Math Enhancement Tutoring is being provided by Certified
Teachers
&
Paraprofessionals, Tuesdays
and Thursdays from 5:30 p.m. to
7 p.m. in the Human Services
Building at 945 - 20th St. S. For
more information contact Doris

Newton or Joel Shedrick at 727822-0443, Extension 301.
3rd Thursday of the month
– Men’s Unity Ministry - Calling
all Men... The Men’s Ministry
invite you to come out on the
third Thursday of each month
for their unity fellowship and
study of “What a Man of God
Should Look Like.”
CARE- Choosing Addiction
Recovery Efforts - is now holding Dial-a-Meetings. Phone
meetings are held every Tuesday from 7 --8 p.m. Phone in to:
605-477-2100, Access Code:
212213.
Let’s Get Connected!

Mt. Zion Progressive is now
social. Checkout the latest
events, ministry news, and
more by following us on FACEBOOK,
TWITTER
and
YOUTUBE
(Keyword:
MZPMBC). Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements,
please contact the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS

Who you looking at?
Since I was knee high to a
grasshopper, I was taught in
church that your eyes are the
windows to your soul. I grew up
thinking my eyes were just like
the windows at my house; they
allow me to see outside of myself and look into another person’s eyes and see what they’re
really all about – NOT! Because
there isn’t a scripture in the
Bible that says that, it’s an illustration folks–but it worked for
me as a child.
Since a lot of people think
that if you couldn’t look them in
their eyes when they are talking to you, you’re dishonest. So
I vacantly gazed with my eyes
wide open back into their eyes
because I knew I was not being
dishonest. When you have
20/20 vision, you see clearly
the way you should go in life
even if you stumble along life’s
way. God is able to keep you
from falling; however, if you are
blind, you can’t see anything
and must rely on assistance of
some sorts to help you maneuver your way through life. Even
as you get older, your eyesight
becomes dimmer and dimmer
until they shut down for good.
Hopefully by then you would be
just like Jesus as you will see
Him face to face. [1 Corinthians
13:12]
In the scriptures, the eye is
often used as a symbol of a person’s ability to receive the light
of God. Symbolically, a person’s

eye also shows their spiritual
condition and understanding of
the things of God. The good
Lord made the hearing ear and
the seeing eye [Proverbs
20:12]. The foolish have eyes
and see not. [Jeremiah 5:21;
Mark 8:18] If you receive the
finished work of Jesus on the
cross, the eyes of your understanding will be enlightened.
[Ephesians 1:17–18]
So, I ask you once again,
who you looking at? Is it man or
the government to give you
your boots, the bootstrap, put
them on you and then pull you
up? Prop you up and show you
which path to take? God have
taught us it is He who would
give us witty inventions and
give us the power to make
wealth. [James 4:10; 1 Samuel
2:7; Deuteronomy 8:17-18]
Nevertheless, when your
eye is healthy, your whole body
is full of light, but when it is bad,
your body is full of darkness.
Therefore be careful lest the
light in you becomes darkness.
If then your whole body is full
of light, having no part dark, it
will be wholly bright, as when a
lamp with its rays gives you
light. [Luke 11:33-36] So, who
are you looking at?
Are you like the nosey
women in the neighborhood
who gossips about her neighbor not washing her white bed
sheets very clean because
when she peered out through

her window at them hanging on
the clothesline next door, they
all were always dingy? One day,
before looking out her window
at her neighbor’s bed linens
hanging on the clothesline, her
eyeglasses fell into the bowl of
soup she was preparing to eat.
She cleaned them, put them on
and was amazed. She phoned
the other neighbors and reported to them that her neighbor had finally learned how to
wash her white sheets clean!
Woe unto those who are wise in
their own eyes as Satan have
blinded their eyes. [Isaiah 5:21]
Do you see what I see? Do
you hear what I hear? The light
of your body is the eye. [Matt.
6:22; Luke 11:34] If not, stand at
the points that cross in your life,
renew your mind, examine
yourself and see which path
you are on, ask for the best
path, the one our ancestors
took and walk therein [Jeremiah 6:16].
Only then will you see or
comprehend clearly that the
commandments of the Lord is
pure, enlightening the eyes.
[Psalms 19:8] You too will be
blessed because your eyes can
now see/comprehend God as
LORD now and later. [Matthew
13:16] If your eye be single,
your whole bodies shall be
filled with light. You will soon
realize that “life” will get tired of
trying to discourage you! And
you’ll feel like going on!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Shawn Brown featured performer
1st Friday, Dec. 5 at the Historic Manhattan Casino
ST. PETERSBURG —
It’s already December and
that means it’s time for the
Ashwood Jazz Project
Presents their 1st Friday
Jazz Concert and Dance at
the Manhattan Casino.
Shawn Brown, the featured entertainer, is a consummate
professional
vocalist and pianist and is
coming to the Historic
Manhattan Casino this
Fri., Dec. 5. Join this popular entertainer as he delights us with his soulful
sounds of R&B, Jazz and
Blues.
Brown’s godly attitude,
earnest work ethic and incredible talent draws people to him. Because of his
humble disposition and
clear ability to move music
lovers with his melodic
voice, he has been fortunate enough to play on
stage with world renowned
artists such as Al Green,
Clarence Clemmons and
Earth Wind and Fire, just
to name a few national
acts.

The Law Offices of K. V. Rubin, PA

If you want to kick start
your holiday party experience, don’t miss the Ashwood
Jazz
Project
featuring Shawn Brown,
vocalist and pianist extraordinaire. You can expect
an exciting, foot tapping
experience filled with good
memories. Also, joining
them will be “Pryme Tyme
Entertainment” later in the

evening, to keep you up
and on your feet dancing.
To purchase your tickets, contact Henry Ashwood at 727-417-8335 or
visit his Facebook page.
This 1st Friday event is
from 7 p.m. until midnight.
The Manhattan Casino is
located at 642 22nd St. S.,
St. Petersburg. See you
there. Happy Holidays!

THE PLACE WON’T BE THE SAME WITHOUT HIM

Attorney Karmika V. Rubin

Rohland Bryant

NOW ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS FOR
FORECLOSURE AND FAMILY LAW CASES.

Retiring after 37 years of service!
Pinellas Technical College

Call 727 512-8261 or
Email info@Rubinslaw.com
today for a consultation!
You DON’T Have to Fight Alone.

Date: January 9, 2015
Cost per person: $40
Payment: Send to Victoria Cribb
901 34th St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Deadline: We are extending it to December 10, 2014
Orange Blossom, 220 4th St. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Attire semi-formal

Serving Pinellas, Hillsborough, Pasco and Hernando Counties.
The hiring of an attorney is a serious decision and should not be based solely on advertisement alone.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Charity basketball tournament held Dec. 26 & 27
From BAXTER, page 1



 

        
  

          
 
   
    
 
  
  
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 




      
        
    
   




    




         
   
   

competitions,
sporting
events, corporate social responsibility programs and
educational
initiatives.
Founded in 2000 under a
breakthrough private organizational model for European professional team
sports, Euroleague Basketball manages the continent’s two premier men’s
basketball competitions, the
Turkish
Airlines
Euroleague and the Euro cup.
Over the next nine years,
Baxter would play professionally in 14 countries: Portugal, France, Italy, Latvia,
Belgium, Turkey, Israel,
Greece, Iran, Slovenia, Germany, Argentina, Venezuela
and now Brazil.
“I’m grateful for the
many people in St. Petersburg who gave so much to
me,” said Baxter. “My mom
has always told me to work
hard to earn my way, but remember the people along
the way. God has shown
much favor to me and my
family. I’m living a dream,
earning a living to do one of
things that I love doing. I’ve
been afforded the opportunity to play in 14 different
countries and I just want to
help my home town people
to have hope about life.”
Although,
currently
playing professional basketball in Brazil, Jimmy
“Prime” Baxter is dazzling
St. Petersburg yet again.
Baxter has teamed up with
a high school running
buddy, Jason Bryant, to con-

Jason Bryant

Jimmy Baxter

tinue making a mark on the
St. Petersburg community
with the first “Bryant/ Baxter 3-on-3 Holiday Tournament” in December with the
event proceeds benefitting
foster families in the south
St. Petersburg community.
Together they are “JBx2”
and they have teamed up to
create a great event and give
back to the communities
they grew up in.
In Fulton County, Atlanta, Baxter is the founder of
the “All Heart TC” Track and
Field Club. The club is a family oriented team designed to
introduce young runners to
the basics of track and field
training, specifically the running and jumping events. All
Heart builds high character,
influences higher learning
and
develops
great
scholar/athletes.
“We stress the importance of academics,” said
Baxter. “We encourage a lifetime of habits that include a

healthy lifestyle, as well as influence the love of the sport.”
The Baxter legacy and
stories date back to his days
growing up in St. Petersburg
and they continue around
the world today. Whether he
is sponsoring a track club,
playing basketball around
the globe, hosting a 3-on-3
charity basketball tournament or giving back to foster
care families, one thing is for
certain, something extraordinary will always happen
when he is involved.
The charity tournament weekend takes place
Dec. 26 from 10-1 p.m. with
raffles, giveaways and halfcourt shots. On Dec. 27
from 9-12 p.m. the playoffs
and finals will take place.
All this fun is happening at
the newly named Thomas
“Jet” Jackson Recreation
Center, located at 1000
28th St. S., St. Petersburg.
For more information,
please call 813-314-4848.
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COMMUNITY NEWS



Florida Department of Transportation
District Seven
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
We want to hear from you!
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), District Seven, invites you to
provide your comments to FDOT by participating in the Five-Year Tentative Work
Program Public Hearing. The Tentative Work Program for fiscal years July 1, 2015
through June 30, 2020 covers preliminary engineering, right of way acquisition,
construction, and public transportation projects for Citrus, Hernando, Hillsborough,
Pasco, and Pinellas Counties and includes Florida Turnpike Enterprise projects in
these counties.

By Pastor Martin Rainey

Increasing parent and church
engagement by 100 percent
My fellow ministers of the gospel,
workers for the Lord, parents, families
and the community of the children who
attend the five low performing school,
thank you for your attendance and participation in the listening forum.
It was truly an event for the south St.
Petersburg community, in the last 35
years or more, in which parents, families, churches and the community came
together in partnership. This partnership aims to improve the five lowest performing elementary schools in our
community.
Your attendance and participation
will prove invaluable as we, the Parent
Support For Education Council, Inc.,
(PSFEC) Ministry, families, parents,
churches and communities of the elementary schools: Campbell Park, Fairmount Park, Maximo, Melrose and
Lakewood work to increase engagement
by 100 percent, focusing on improving in
the areas of academics, discipline, attendance and family/school relationships.
A special commendation is extended
to Superintendent of Pinellas County
School Dr. Michael Grego for his vision
and leadership, and to school board
members Rene Flowers and Terry
Krassner who gave their full support to
this initiative. Dr. Valerie Brimm facilitated the Listening Forum by bringing
the forum to fruition.
My fellow workers in the Lord, the
Lord brought us together and now we
must remain steadfast and vigilant by
personal participation in encouraging
parents and families to increase family
engagement that will result in our chil-

There are four ways you can participate:

dren’s success. Parents and families, it is
imperative that we all reach out to our respective schools to earnestly increase
school and families relationships. Relationships will not grow with out a strong
conscientious effort by all of us working
together.
“We can do it better together!”
By the week of December 8-12, you
will receive via email information regarding the follow up process to the listening
forum/building capacity forum.
The PSFEC Ministry is requesting
that you remind your respective congregations and communities of their God ordained responsibility to be steadfast and
diligent in this Godly effort. (Duet. 6:7)
For more details regarding the
forum, continue reading The Weekly
Challenger or contact Pastor Rainey.
If you wish to partner with PSFEC,
contact us. Give your name, cell and
email address.
Pastor Rainey serves as Community
Outreach Pastor for the Faith Memorial
MB Church where the late Rev. Dr. Bragg
L. Turner was senior pastor. He also
serves as president of the Parent Support
For Education Council, Inc., (PSFEC)
and Chairman, JWB South County Community Council, and may be contacted at
mrainey390@verizon.net or 727-4201326
PSFEC meets every 3rd Thursday of
each month @ 6:30 p.m., Faith Memorial
Missionary Baptist 1800 18th Ave. S., St.
Petersburg at the Resource Center to the
right and adjacent to the Church. The
community is welcome.

William F. Smith Jr. goes home
William F. Smith Jr.,
passed away peacefully at his
home on Thanksgiving Day,
November 27, 2014. He was
60 years old. Smith was a devoted son and a caring
brother to his sister, Lorina
Padgett of St. Petersburg, as
well as his brother Keith B.
Smith of Summerville, S.C.
Relatives and friends are
respectfully invited to visit
during the hours of 4 - 7 p.m.,
Fri., Dec. 5 at Smith Funeral
Home located at 1534 18th
Ave. S., St. Petersburg.
The Final Farewell Services will be held Sat., Dec. 6 at
11 a.m., also at Smith Funeral
Home.






OFFICE:
727-865-1591
FAX:
727-866-1728
WWW.WRXB.US

STREAMING LIVE GLOBALLY!

 





 


 
 
 

Go to www.D7wpph.com between Monday, December 15, 2014 and
Friday, December 19, 2014.
You will be able to see all of the presentations and maps, submit
comments, ask questions, and directly contact a department
representative if needed.

2.

If you do not have access to a computer or the internet, you can
use a computer at the local public libraries in the five counties
during the libraries’ regular operating hours

3.

FDOT representatives will be available at the following locations
on Tuesday, December 16, 2014 from 4:00 – 6:00 pm to meet with
you in person, answer any questions, and assist with website access:
Citrus County: Lecanto Government Building, 3600 W Sovereign
Path, Room 280, Lecanto, FL 34461
Hernando County: Public Works Office, 1525 E Jefferson St.,
Brooksville, FL 34601
Hillsborough County: MPO Offices, 601 E Kennedy Blvd, 18th
Floor, Tampa, FL 33601
Pasco County: West Pasco Government Center, 8731 Citizens Dr,
New Port Richey, FL 34654
Pinellas County: MPO Offices, 310 Court St, Clearwater, FL 33755

4.

FDOT representatives are also available during this week at the
Florida Department of Transportation – District Seven offices
located at 11201 N. McKinley, Tampa, FL 33612. You can schedule
a meeting at the district office by calling (813) 975-6405.

Comments will be received thru the website, at the locations listed above, or you
can mail written comments to Debbie Hunt, Director of Transportation Development,
Florida Department of Transportation, 11201 M. McKinley Drive, MS 7-100, Tampa,
FL 33612. Comments must be submitted or postmarked by December 29, 2014 to
be a part of the official record.
Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age,
sex, religion, disability or family status. Persons who require special accommodations
under the Americans with Disabilities Act or persons who require translation services
(at no charge) should contract Lori Marable, Public Involvement Coordinator, at
(813) 975-6405 or (800) 226-7220 at least seven days prior to the hearing.
Approved 11/6/14

      

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Wildwood Recreation Center gets new name
From JET, page 1

African American Museum
where he took note of the
countless number of friends
and family that hovered
around Jackson, all celebrating another year of life.
Jackson is known for his
giving spirit, a trait that he is
remembered to have had
even as a young man. From
his start as a lifeguard at just
16, he has made a splash in
the community. An athlete in
his younger years, Jackson
was nicknamed “Jet” by his
peers for his running ability.
He is also credited with
teaching thousands of youths
to swim at South Mole
Beach, now known as
Demons Landing, and Jennie
Hall Pool.
Soon he became supervisor of Wildwood Recreation
Center, not realizing that
decades later he would be
recognized for all his hard
work and contributions
there.
“Give him his roses when

he can smell them,” said
Councilman Wengay Newton who has known Jackson
more than 50 years. He has
been to many dedication
events in which men and
women are honored for their
good deeds to the community after they have already
passed away. “The only problem is [they] ain’t never
going to hear.”
Jackson touched the lives
of many in the community
and Newton was no exception. Although he tried to
keep it light, Newton had a
hard time fighting back tears
when he spoke of Jackson
and what he means to the
community. But mostly he
cried for the African-American youths that may not have
a mentor or someone they
can turn to when times are
tough.
“I was ready to check
out,” said Newton who relived in just a few short moments
the
difficult

upbringing he experienced
as a child, a mom struggling
to get by, a dad who deserted
him and his seven siblings.
“Hearing those words from
strong black men, people like
Jet Jackson, that’s what made
me so determined.”
Presently Jackson manages Athletics and Therapeutic Recreation and the
recreation facilities Enoch
Davis Center, Lake Vista,
Gladden, Childs Park,
Roberts, Bay Vista and the
Sunshine Center for seniors.
Jackson is also known for
his cool demeanor in the face
of adversity. Remembered as
an African-American pioneer
who bulldozed the walls of
segregation in the parks and
recreation department during a time when separate
meetings were the norm and
all the city’s residents weren’t
treated equally, Jackson
stuck to his morals and convictions, always rising above
the situation and treating

Blast from the past
If you recognize anyone in these photos, call 727-557-7549.

In loving memory of Ebony

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

everyone with respect.
“In a time when the city
was viciously discriminating
against a good portion of its
population, Jet provided support and he did it with dignity,
with grace, with humility,”
shared Council Vice Chair
Steve Kornell. Jackson always showed a love and respect for everybody around
him, even when they weren’t
giving him the same treatment. “I think that makes Jet
a tremendous human being
and a great leader.”
A sentiment shared by
everyone he meets. “He’s
genuine,” said Council Chair
Bill Dudley. “What you see is
what you get.”
Other community leaders came out to pay tribute to
Jackson. Both Mayor Rick
Kriseman and Deputy Mayor
Dr. Kanika Tomalin were in
attendance. Tomalin, a native
of St. Petersburg, used to
play alongside Jackson’s
daughters and still views

them as close friends.
“These are our parks, our
camps, our schools,” she said
noting how far the city has
come and how far it still has
to go. “The opportunities we
enjoy are harvested from a
field of sacrifice planted by
you and those who came before us,” she said speaking of
Jackson’s tireless dedication
to the youths of the community throughout the years.
Like school board member Rene Flowers whose life
was touched by Jackson at
the ripe old age of six. She
used to tag along with her
older sister when Jackson
was working at Campbell
Park. Flowers fondly remembers Friday night dances and
her time on the swim team,
but what stands out most in
her mind is the at home feeling she always received from
Jackson and his wife Rhonda.
“You were always made
to feel like part of his family,”
said Flowers who has en-

joyed many Sunday dinners
at the Jackson residence
where advice was plentiful
even when you didn’t ask for
it. She thanked both Jackson
and his wife for always welcoming not just her, but so
many other young and impressionable youths into
their hearts.
“He didn’t just raise his
family, he raised a lot of us,”
continued Flowers.
So now the recreation
center that stands adjacent to
the historical Jennie Hall
Pool will forever be remembered as the stomping
grounds where Thomas “Jet”
Jackson touched the lives of
thousands of people. Generations from now will know
the legacy of Jackson and his
many accomplishments in
the community.
The Thomas “Jet” Jackson Recreation Center offers
before and after school services and summer camps, as
well as fun teen programs.

